Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


*  JUN13  1939 

H.  S.  Departmant  eg  Agric 


Cotton  Since  the  Days  of  Calico 
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An  interview  between  Miss  Bath  Van  Demaa,  Bureau  of  Home  Economics, 
and  Mr.  "57allace  Kadderly,  Office  of  Information,  ■broadcast  Friday,  May  19 ,  1939, 
in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period  of  the  National  Jarm  and  Home  program, 
"by  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  and  a  network  of  104  associate  radio  stations 


lALLACE  KADDERLY; 

Here  we  are  in  TTashington  on  another  of  those  beautiful  May  do.ys,  when  ■ 

Washington  is  looking  its  very  best.    And  here  again  ready  to  do  their  veiy  best — 

are  two  of  your  Department  of  Agriculture  reporters  Ruth  Van  Deraan  and  E.  J. 

Rowell. 

Ruth,  I  believe  this  is  the  day  you're  going  to  bring  ub' up  to. date  on  cotton 
fabrics  cotton  since  the  days  of  calico  isn't  that  .quite  a  jump  for  you? 

RUTH  VAN  DEMAN;  '  ■ 

I  didn' t  exactly  plan  to  put  on  "the  old  gray  bonnet,  with  the  blue  ribbons 
on  it"  

KADDERLY; 

"And  hitch  old  Dobbin  to  tiie  siiay''-^ —  N0,  I'm  afraid  you  wouldn't  even  know 
how  to  back  the  horse  up  to  the  shafts  of  the  buggy.    You're  too  young  - 

VAN  DEMN;  .         ,  ' 

Don't  be  too  sure.     I  certainly  know  how  it  fools  to  wear  calico  how  it  was 

when  you  started  for  school  on  a  fine  spring  morning,  in  a  stiff- starched  calico 
dress,  ,  ironed  so  smooth  you  didn't. want  to  sit  down  and  wrinkle  it.    Or  sometimes  it 
was  an  old  percale  with  a  bright  streak  around  the  bottom  where  the  hem  had  been  let 

down.    That  gave  away  how  much  the  dress,  hp-d  faded  and  shrunk  in  the  wash  and  madfii 

you  feel  very  self-conscious. 

I  couldn't  help  thinking  about  that  this  morning,  when  I  was  down  in  our 
textile  laboratories.    Clarice  Scott  and  Margaret  Smith  were  working  away  on  a  model 
outfit  for  the  4-H  Club  girl  of  1939. 

Every  cotton  they  were  using  was  colprf ast  so  marked  on  the  bolt.    All  of 

them  had  been  pro  shrunk  by  the  manufacturer.    And  several  of  the  fabrics  were 
marked  crease- resistant  or  wri nkle-ro si s tant . 

It's  been  quite  a  problem  to  got  the  shrinkage  of  cotton  fabrics  under 
control.    And  it  isn't  working  100  percent  yet.    But  at  least  we've  come  a  long  way 
since  the  days  of  calico. 

If  you  want  to  be  up  to  date  when  you  buy  cotton  goods  this  year,  be  on  the 
lookout  for  labels  that  say  "will  not  shrink  more  than  so-and-so  many  percent." 
You  can  trust  a  label  like  that.    You  can't  always  trust  one  saying  "sh rink-proof" 
or  some  phrase  that's  too  general  to  show  exactly  what  it  means.. 
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7M  DEI/IA-K:  (Cont'd) 

And  I  might  add,   the  terms  about  vzrinkle  resistant  are  still  a  bit  vogue, 
not  altogether  satisfactory.     So  it's  well  to  crumple  up  a  piece  of  the  goods  in 
your  hand  before  you  ask  the  sales  girl  to  cut  it  from  the  bolt.     Or  if  it's  a  ready 
made  dress  sit  down  in  it  a  time  or  tv:o  before  you  mal:e  your  decision, 

G-oing  back  to  the  evening  dresses  for  just  a  minute.     Mrs.  Roosevelt  said  the 
other  day  at  her  Press  Conference  she  expects  to  wear  a  cotton  dress  at  the  TJhite 
House  on  May  31,  when  she  and  the  President  give  their  annual  party  for  the  newspaper 
men  and  women.     This  is  not  setting  a  new  style.     Many  First  Ladies  have  worn  cotton 
in  the  TThite  House.     On  a  warm  summer  evening  here  in  Washington,  cotton  is  about 
the  coolest,  most  comfortable  thin^  you  can  wear.     I'm  wondering  whether  Mrs.  Roose- 
velt's dress  will  have  a  full  flounced  skirt  and  the  neck  finished  with  beading  and 
Valenciennes  lace,  like  the  one  Clarice  Scott  is  desigrdng  for  the  4-H  Club  girl. 

Mrs.  Roosevelt  didn't  tell  us  what  color  her  dress  is  to  be  either.    But  what- 
ovel'  it  is,  I^K  .  iui'te  sure  the  dye  will  be  of  the  best.     The  dye  chemists  kept  at  it 
until  they  got  the  trick  of  making  color  stick  permpncrtly  on  cotton  fibers.  The 
modern  vat  dyes,  or  indanthrene  dyes  as  they're  often  called,  are  fast  to  Just  about 

everything  soap  and  water,  perspiration,  and  sunlight.     And  you  can  have  them  in 

the  softest  pastels,  just  as  well  as  in  the  old-fashioned  turkey  red  and  indigo  blue. 
Just  look  for  the  maik  "vat  dyed"  or  "indanthrene"  color. 

But  if  you  see  a  fabric  just  marked  "colorfast"  or  "will  not  fade",  bettor 
keep  your  fingers  crossed.     Those  are  loose  terms.    The  color  of  a  cotton  fabric 
generally  has  to  take  all  kinds  of  punishment.     So  you  need  to  know  exactly  what  it's 
fast  to.     If  the  right  kind  of  dye  is  properly  applied,  the  color  should  last  as 
long  as  the  fabric. 

And  in  passing,  let  me  drop  a  note  of  discouragement  to  anyone  who  thirties  of 
dipping  a  piece  of  cotton  in  salt  water  or  an  alum  bath,  to  "aet"  the  color.  If 
thor^i  were  any  such  cheap  and  easy  way  of  setting  the  color,   the  manufacturer  would 
havo  taken  it  before  the  cloth  left  his  plant.     Salt  and  alum  are  used  as  mordants 
in  d/oing  cloth  at  home.    But  as  an  after-treatment  on  commercially  dyed  cloth, 
they' re  useless. 

KATOrRLY; 

Better  to  save  the  salt  to  put  in  the  mashed  potatoes? 

VAII  Sr^miT; 

Ivfach  better. 

KADDP.RI.T; 

"iJ'ell,  this  has  been  very  interesting- — hearing  about  the  improvements  in 
cotco:-!  -^Lbticv,   since  the  days  of  calico.     As  these  new  things  come  along  one  by  one, 
we  acei'o  them.     And  we  don't  realize  what  tremendous  strides  have  been  made  until 
we  ha-ve  them  pointed  out  as  you've  done  today,  Ruth. 

Come  back  again  soon  and  give  us  another  chapter.    And  now,  which  of  your 
home  economics  bulletins  are  you  suggesting  to  those  who'd  like  more  on  cotton 
fabrics? 
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VAN  DEMAM; 

Ti7e  have  several.    Hicre's  the  one  of  course  with  the  Tmying  guides  for  sheets 
and  "bath  towels.    And  there's  one  on  "Selection  of  Cotton  Pahrics."    It  tells  a  lot 

about  v/caves  and  the  way  the  design's  put  into  the  cloth  things  I  havehH  even 

touched  on  here.    And  of  course  the  window  curtain  "bulletin  has  a  lot  alDout  that 
t^^'pe  of  cotton  fabrics. 

KADPE5LY; 

TiTell,  Farm  and  Home  friends,  that's  three  bulletins  with  helpful  information 

on  choosirg  cotton  fabrics  three  bulletins  available  from  the  Bureau  of  Home 

Economics  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  here  in  Washington,  D.  C.  They're 
all  free.  Just  write  to  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  in  ITashington,  and  ask  for  the 
free  bulletins  on  cotton  fabrics. 
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